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“Deathtrap” 
 

Please turn off or silence all electronic devices. No photography or recording devices are allowed. 
 
 

The play takes place in the fall of 1978 in the study of Sidney Bruhl, a once 
famous but now struggling Broadway writer. 

 

Act I 
Scene 1: Late afternoon in October 
Scene 2: Early evening 
Scene 3: Later that evening 

 
15 Minute Intermission 

 
Act II 

Scene 1: Early morning 
Scene 2: Evening 
Scene 3: Overcast afternoon 

 
Warning - gunshots (from a cap gun) will be fired during this performance 
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Director’s Notes 
 

“Deathtrap” is truly a classic of the thriller genre.  Its twists 
and turns startle audiences as much today as it did when it 
was first performed in 1978.  Ira Levin provides frights, laughs 
and even a bit of education about the writing in the thriller 
genre. 
 
This is my second time around with the play and I am finding 
nuances in the script that I didn’t exploit in my first 
production.  That is one of the joys of working with live 
theatre—every cast brings different perspectives; imbue their 
roles with their unique perspectives.  The lines are the same, 
but the characters are subtly different. 
 
I always start the rehearsal process by telling the cast and 
production team that I view theatre as “the ultimate team 
sport”.  It is exactly that.  To create the best experience 
requires everyone involved to work together, blending their 
efforts in a wonderful synergy in which the result is certainly 
greater than the sum of its parts. 
 
And you, the audience are the essential part of the team 
event.  Your reactions inform our work and contribute to the 
shape of the event, and we appreciate your feedback and 
support.  We love to get your feedback. 
 
Enjoy the show.  I hope we make you gasp, laugh, and feel it 
was an evening well spent. 



Page | 4 
 

 



Page | 5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cast 
 

Sidney Bruhl Ryan Johnson 
Myra Bruhl Jessica Heaven 

Clifford Anderson Manley Xu 
Helga ten Dorp Joan Koebel 
Porter Milgrim Dave Simcox 

 
Production Team 

 
 

Director Don Briard 
Producers Laura Wallace, Glen Miller 

Stage Manager Shayla Lazenby 
Assistant Stage Manager Jutta Vertegaal 

Props Coordinator Jutta Vertegaal 
Additional Props Alex Briard, Jared Lazenby,  

Laura Wallace 
Set Design & Decorations Laura Wallace 

Set Construction Ian Hickman, Doug Davies 
Chris Vetterli,  
John Davidson 

Fight Direction Delaney Gilmour 
Lighting Design Glen Miller 

Sound Design Chris Stanley 
Lighting & Sound Operator Chris Stanley 

Costumes Glynnis Brassil 
Publicity Chris Stanley, Anne Marsh, 

Christen Hopkinson  
Photography Chris Stanley 

Program Glen Miller 
Front of House/Box Office Caroline Jarvis 
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President’s Message – Chris Stanley 
 

 
Welcome to our 48th Season here at Deep Cove Stage Society!  We are pleased 
to open our new season with “Deathtrap”, after the production was subject to 
several pandemic related postponements.  Be sure to mark your calendars for 
our upcoming shows - “The Maltese Reindeer” in December, “Busybody” in 
April and “Diamond Girls” in June! 
 
If you’re interested in joining our dedicated group of volunteers, please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to info@deepcovestage.com!  We’d love to have you 
aboard!   

 
Acknowledgements  

North Vancouver Community Players 
Our partners, First Impressions Theatre & Michael Smith 

Sharen Rogers, Abigail Walkner, Laura Grant, Karen Mackay. 
Tom of Urban Repurpose * Metro Theatre 

Mount Seymour Lions Housing Society * Deep Cove Lions Club 
Maureen Houston & the Deep Cove Cultural Centre Concession Volunteers                             

Front of House Volunteers 
 

mailto:info@deepcovestage.com
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CAST BIOs 
 

 
Ryan Johnson as Sydney Bruhl 
Oh!......Hi! You're actually reading this!! Unless you're a 
friend or family (BTW, hi mom!) I think you're the first 
random theatre goer bored enough to actually read the cast 
bios!! Well.......ummmm what to say... I'm guessing you're 
only reading this because you recognize me from somewhere 
else. Maybe from M*A*S*H or Fawlty Towers? I don't know. 
I've done 52 of these things and I don’t have the word count 
to list all. 

 
 

Jessica Heaven as Myra Bruhl 
Jess is a North Vancouver born and raised performer who just 
recently returned from studying at the Royal Academy of 
Dramatic Art in London, England. This will be her cast debut 
for Deep Cove Stage Society's Deathtrap, although she had 
previously enjoyed being the Musical Director for last 
holiday's Panto "Frosted". She is thrilled to be part of this 
intrepid cast and crew! She is currently working on three new 
musical projects and a short film. Visit her website 

at www.jessicaheaven.com or her Instagram at @jessica.heaven.sings to explore 
what else she's up to! 
 
 

Manley Xu as Clifford Anderson 
Acting, improv, singing, dancing, Manley (tries) to do it all! He 
is returning for his second play with the Deep Cove Stage 
Society and is always looking for more opportunities to 
perform. Enjoy the show! 
 
 

 

http://www.jessicaheaven.com/
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CAST BIOs 
 

 
Joan Koebel as Helga Dorp 
Joan has had the good fortune to play some wonderful female 
characters over the past many years.  The most recent being 
Emma in Over the River with White Rock Players and Alcumena 
in Amphitruo with United Players.  But she has never had the 
opportunity to play a clairvoyant.  Joan has had a wonderful 
time with Helga ten Dorp and thanks Deep Cove Stage Society 
for the opportunity. 
 

 
Dave Simcox as Porter Milgrim  
Dave is happy and grateful we are once again able to get back 
onto the live stage and express ourselves artistically. It has 
been a tough grind for everyone over the past few years and he 
would like to express his gratitude to the audience for their 
continued support. Laugh when you can, cry when you need to 
and hug your family and friends whenever you can. 
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CREW BIOs 
 

 
Don Briard ~ Director 
This is my third directing project for Deep Cove, the first was 
the musical “Suds” and the comedy “When the Cat’s Away”.  
Living in Richmond complicates working with Deep Cove 
Stage, but the opportunity to work with such an enthusiastic 
and talented group makes the long drive worthwhile. 
 
After earning an MFA in Theatre from UBC I taught high 
school drama for many years.  I’ve acted, designed and 

directed with most of the lower mainland community theatres.  In the spring I will 
be directing at Metro—“Wait Until Dark”—and White Rock—“Kiss the Sun, Kiss the 
Moon”. 
 

Laura Wallace ~ Producer/Set Designer 
Often when I talk to really seasoned veterans of theatre; 
specifically, the community variety, and ask them what they 
most enjoy about their work (and it is work), I hear that 
rather than the actual outcome, it's the process of 
collaboration that makes them feel engaged and alive. So 
true!... Looking forward to another season of creative 
conspiracy.  
 

 
Glen Miller ~ Producer/Lighting Designer 
Glen is an experienced Production Manager as well as being 
the Lighting Designer for productions in Toronto, London, and 
Vancouver. Glen is Lighting Designer for this Production and 
is glad to be back on lights after a long hiatus. He is former 
President of Deep Cove Stage Society and current board 
members and former President of Theatre BC. 
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CREW BIOs 
 

 
Chris Stanley ~ Sound Designer/Lighting&Sound Operator 
Chris has been involved in community theatre in North 
Vancouver since the fall of 2017 when he attended a Culture 
Days open house at Hendry Hall.  Bill Howorth immediately 
recognized capable and interested “fresh meat” and very 
quickly had Chris running lights and sound at both Hendry Hall 
and Deep Cove Stage.  Chris soon found himself on the DCSS 
Board, of which he is now President. He is also very active at 
the two theatres in sound design and managing their 

respective archives.  
 

Shayla Lazenby ~ Stage Manager 
A newcomer to DCSS, Deathtrap is also Shayla's first ever 
venture as a stage manager. A lifelong theatre-lover, 
having the opportunity to take on stage managing for 
such a classic thriller has been a real treat for Shayla, 
and while this may be her first time with Deep Cove 
Stage, it most certainly won't be the last. 
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CREW BIOs 

 
 

Jutta Vertegaal ~ ASM & Properties 
Jutta joined DCSS in 2012 with absolutely no theatre 
experience, but immediately got absorbed into working 
backstage.  This is her 22nd production with DCSS.  She 
has produced and co-produced numerous plays, and 
usually can be found working backstage as the Assistant 
Stage Manager.  As in this play, she has on several 
occasions, procured the props as well.  Jutta is excited to 
work with such a wonderful cast and crew. 

 
 
 

Glynnis Brassil ~ Costume Designer 
What a pleasure it is to revisit the ’80s and costume this 
company of fine actors.   Glynnis recently costumed The 
Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, directed by Tracy 
Labrosse for DCSS. Good to see all my friends 
again.  Last time Don & Glynnis worked on a show, it 
was Checkout Girls at NVCP in May 2011, and Glynnis 
was Set Decorator.  That whole production - set, actors, 
costumes et al - went to Theatre West Van Oct 

2011. This is truly Community Theatre on the North Shore!  
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